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consideration the bill (H.R. 3843) to reauthor-
ize programs to assist small business con-
cerns and for other purposes:

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
to express my support for the reauthorization
of the Small Business Administration, which
has provided essential assistance and guid-
ance to our nation’s entrepreneurs since its
creation in 1953. Though the agency was
originally intended as a temporary response to
address the economic concerns of the postwar
economy, it has grown significantly and has
helped small businesses become a driving
force in our nation’s economy.

Small businesses play an integral role in
sustaining our Nation’s economic strength. In-
novative, flexible, and resilient, independent
businesses have had a significant impact on
all sectors of industry, from service to high-
technology. Enterprises with fewer than 500
workers employ 52 percent of the Nation’s pri-
vate sector workforce, produce 51 percent of
private sector output, represent 96 percent of
exporters of goods, and produce virtually all
new jobs in our changing economy. The small
firm embodies the American ideals of inde-
pendence, innovation and adaptability, which
is one reason why the small business thrives
in the United States.

Not only have small businesses had a posi-
tive impact on our economy, they also under-
take significant responsibilities in communities.
The 1996 changes to the Nation’s welfare sys-
tem emphasized the transition from govern-
ment assistance to the work force, and small
firms have been instrumental in providing em-
ployment to former welfare recipients. By
doing so, workers learn new skills in a small,
manageable atmosphere and can become
productive members of a business team. Fur-
thermore, small businesses cooperate with
local government, schools, and other organi-
zations to cement the bonds of a strong com-
munity. Whether sponsoring a little league
team or donating computers to an elementary
school, the small business is an anchor of any
town or city.

As a former small business owner, I know
firsthand the challenges faced by our Nation’s
entrepreneurs. Embarking on a new venture is
a period of excitement for entrepreneurs,
though the task ahead appears daunting and
formidable. Not only must a small business
owner consider the financial implications of an
endeavor, he or she must also master the
Federal and State regulations pertaining to
business owners. Luckily, the Small Business
Administration is available to provide financial
assistance and legal expertise to entre-
preneurs. In fiscal year 1999, the SBA pro-
vided $10.1 billion in loans to small busi-
nesses, with almost $108 million in loans to
businesses in my State of Rhode Island. Fur-
thermore, the SBA excels at providing contin-
ued assistance to firms, sharing information
about new technologies, trade and export op-
portunities, and pertinent federal laws and reg-
ulations. I applaud the SBA for its commitment
to fostering creativity and entrepreneurship in
the United States, as well as its assistance to
small businesses in meeting the new chal-
lenges of our Nation’s changing economy.

Today we have the opportunity to enact leg-
islation to reauthorize the Small Business Ad-
ministration and its programs through fiscal
year 2003. Given all of the substantial benefits
this organization has provided in its 47-year
history, I strongly believe that we must give

this agency the opportunity to continue its mis-
sion for the next 3 years. I urge my colleagues
to join me today in giving our nation’s entre-
preneurs the tools and resources needed to
pursue their personal dreams. I urge them to
vote in favor of SBA reauthorization.
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Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, last year Sen-
ator JON KYL and I introduced the K–12 Edu-
cation Excellence Now (KEEN) Act to provide
tax relief for all Americans, including our Na-
tion’s teachers. This year we are introducing
another much-needed avenue for teacher re-
lief: the Apples for Three Million Teachers Act.
The bill will offer America’s 3,107,000 public
and private school educators a $100 dollar-for-
dollar tax credit for out-of-pocket classroom
expenses. It also contains another provision—
one included in the $792 billion tax relief pack-
age vetoed by the President last year—that
will permit educators to claim a tax deduction
for expenses above $100. I am pleased to re-
port that the Apples for Teachers Act passed
98–0 in the Senate as an amendment offered
by Senator KYL and Senator SUSAN COLLINS to
the Education Savings Accounts Bill (S. 1134).
The House would be wise to incorporate this
amendment into the education tax incentive
package currently being crafted. The President
has shown his tendency to deprive parents
and grandparents of a tax-free way to save for
education expenses in twice vetoing legislation
expanding Education Savings Accounts to ele-
mentary and secondary educational expenses.
He might hesitate if faced with the prospect of
denying every K–12 teacher in America partial
from classroom expenses

Education funding tends to be rigid, with
money distributed on a categorical basis leav-
ing teachers with little flexibility to direct funds.
The Apples for Teachers Act is desperately
needed because teachers often have to dip
into their own resources to provide their stu-
dents with the resources they need when, as
so often is the case, the provided materials
are inadequate. The National Education Asso-
ciation estimates that teachers spend an aver-
age of $408 annually on out-of-pocket, non-re-
imbursable materials for their classrooms. A
seven year veteran teacher who now serves
on my staff reports that this estimate may be
very low. While teaching in inner city schools,
she spent $900 to $1,200 annually to sub-
sidize her classroom. She believes this is
below or within the norm of her colleagues.

Further, in a letter endorsing the teacher tax
relief contained in my broader KEEN Act,
53,000 educators of the National Science
Teachers Association and 110,000 members
of the National Council of Teachers of Mathe-
matics commented that the KEEN tax credit
bill ‘‘would alleviate a teacher’s financial bur-
den in getting needed materials for his or her
classroom.’’ Apples for Teachers furthers this
same goal.

Certainly, one of the most important factors
in the academic success of a student is teach-
er quality. But to achieve quality, teachers
need more than praise: They need the re-

sources necessary to provide our children with
the learning materials teaching requires. It’s
time for Congress to assist the men and
women in American who not only dedicate
their careers to educating our children, but
continue to sacrifice financially for them as
well. I urge my colleagues to cosponsor the
Apples for Teachers Act and believe that this
legislation should be included in any tax pack-
age devoted to improving K–12 education.
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Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, at the

suggestion of the distinguished former Chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, the Honorable Charles Percy, I am
pleased to request that the following two part
series on Nelson Mandela, recently published
in The Christian Science Monitor, be sub-
mitted into the RECORD.
[From The Christian Science Monitor, Feb.

10, 2000]
MANDELA

(By John Battersby)
Ten years after Nelson Mandela walked out

of prison on Robben Island, and seven
months after stepping down as president of
South Africa, he reflects, in an interview
with the Monitor, on his legacy and the last-
ing influence his 27 years in prison had on
him.

‘‘Whatever my wishes may be, I cannot
bind future generations to remember me in
the particular way I would like,’’ Nelson
Mandela says.

Despite peace missions, a blistering sched-
ule of overseas travel and stepped-up philan-
thropic activities, Mr. Mandela has begun to
reflect on how he wants to be remembered
both in an interview and at functions to pay
tribute to him.

And despite his reluctance to be singled
out and discuss his personal qualities, there
is consensus in South Africa that without
Mandela’s personal commitment to rec-
onciliation, his moral authority, integrity,
and intense compassion, the country’s tran-
sition to democracy might not have gone as
smoothly.

Mandela is at pains to ensure that he is re-
membered as an ordinary mortal with quali-
ties that are within the reach of ordinary
people. ‘‘What always worried me in prison
was [that I could acquire] the image of some-
one who is always 100 percent correct and
can never do any wrong,’’ he told one audi-
ence of 500. ‘‘People expect me to perform far
beyond my ability.’’

He expanded on these reflections for the
first time in a recent interview with the
Monitor, which probed his philosophy of rec-
onciliation, the origins of his moral integ-
rity, and the experiences and influences that
forged the qualities which have made him
one of the heroes of the 20th century.

He also spoke about the importance of reli-
gion in his life and the crucial role of reflec-
tion and ‘‘the time to think’’ during his 27
years in jail.

History will remember Mandela for having
the strength of conviction to risk engaging
his jailers—and thereby humanizing them—
from inside prison and eventually setting the
stage for the ANC to negotiate them out of
power. Mandela sees the success of the ANC
in mobilizing both domestic and inter-
national opinion against the apartheid gov-
ernment as the key factor.
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In the interview, Mandela insisted that he

wanted to be remembered as part of a collec-
tive and not in isolation. On his release from
jail 10 years ago tomorrow, he made it clear
that he regarded himself as a ‘‘loyal and obe-
dient servant’’ of the African National Con-
gress (ANC), the liberation movement he
headed before becoming South Africa’s first
democratically elected president in May
1994.

‘‘I would like to be remembered as part of
a team, and I would like my contribution to
be assessed as somebody who carried out de-
cisions taken by that collective,’’ Mandela
says, adding that even if he wanted to be re-
membered in a specific way that was not a
realistic option.

Mandela was speaking in the living room
of the house he shares with his second wife
Graca Machel, whom he married in 1998. It is
a doubly-story house in the plush Johannes-
burg neighborhood of Houghton.

‘‘As prisoners, we used our individual and
collective positions to make friends with
some of our jailers. But this must be under-
stood against the bigger picture of what was
happening outside—an organized and dis-
ciplined struggle by our organization and the
international community,’’ he says.

PLEASE, NO SAINTHOOD

At the launch, late last year, of a book to
commemorate him, written by South African
journalist Charlene Smith (due out in the US
this April, New Holland/Stuik), Mandela in-
sisted that he not be elevated to some kind
of sainthood.

The paradoxical side of the man is that he
has sometimes taken on superhuman tasks
such as his shuttle last October to Iran,
Syria, Jordan, Israel, Gaza, and the United
States in a bid to broker a comprehensive
Middle East peace.

Despite what Madela described as ‘‘positive
and cordial’’ meetings with Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and President Ezer
Weizman, Israel rejected his intervention.
But Mandela was not unduly discouraged.

‘‘There are bound to be setbacks,’’ he says.
Mandela was greatly encouraged by the

eventual outcomes of his interventions in
East Timor and the handing over by Libya of
those accused of the bombing of the Pan Am
flight over the Scottish town of Lockerbie in
1988. He spent seven years mediating the be-
hind-the-scenes negotiations with Saudi Ara-
bia.

He says it is important that leaders should
be presented to people with their weaknesses
and all. ‘‘If you come across as a saint, peo-
ple can become very discouraged,’’ he says.
‘‘I was once a young man and I did all the
things young men do,’’ Mandela says, to
drive home the point of his human falli-
bility.

Biographers and commentators have been
intrigued by Mandela’s extraordinary focus
and unity of purpose during his years as a
young ANC activist and later as its spiritual
leader from behind bars.

‘‘If you have an objective in life, then you
want to concentrate on that and not engage
in infighting with your enemies,’’ he says in
the interview. ‘‘You want to create an at-
mosphere where you can move everybody to-
wards the goal you have set for yourself—as
well as the collective for which you work.

‘‘And, therefore, for all people who have
found themselves in the position of being in
jail and trying to transform society, forgive-
ness is natural because you have no time to
be retaliative. . . . You want to mobilize ev-
erybody to support your cause and the aims
you have set for your life,’’ he says.

Asked about the origins of his passionate
belief in reconciliation and forgiveness,
Mandela goes into a lengthy explanation of
how the launched he Mandela Children’s

Fund after a personal encounter with home-
less children in Cape Town who had come to
see him to explain their plight. He was so
moved that he vowed in that moment to
launch the fund, which has collected more
than $25 million and has helped hundreds of
children. Mandela donated a third of his
presidential salary to the fund during his
five years in office. Many business execu-
tives matched his example and some
bettered it.

WHAT PRICE RECONCILIATION?
Mandela is sensitive to criticism from cer-

tain black leaders that he has leaned over
too far toward whites in his efforts to
achieve reconciliation and forgiveness. He
becomes emotional when defending his im-
pressive campaign over the past few years to
get business leaders to donate funds for the
building of schools and clinics in the rural
areas.

‘‘Why would anyone say that I am leaning
too much towards whites? Tell me the record
of any black man in this country who has
done as much as that [for black people] . . .
I am not aware of any other black man who
has spent so much time addressing the prob-
lems of poverty, lack of education, and dis-
ease amongst our people,’’ Mandela says,
adding that he had nothing but cooperation
and support from the white business commu-
nity.

When it comes to his moral authority and
achievement in persuading his jailers and
their political bosses to negotiate with him,
Mandela again stresses the moral high
ground of the ANC cause.

‘‘When you have attained the moral high
ground, it is better to confront your people
directly and say: Let’s sit down and talk. So,
it is not something that just comes from me.
It is something that was worked out by the
organization to which I belong.’’

Mandela speaks of the influence that vet-
eran ANC leader Walter Sisulu had had on
him while in prison and how he was instru-
mental in taking care of fellow prisoners re-
gardless of their political background.

Mandela has in turn been praised by Eddie
Daniels, a former Robben Island prisoner
from a rival anti-apartheid organization,
who has told how Mandela befriended him
and kept his cell clean when he was ill.

TRANSFORMATION IN PRISON

Mandela says, ‘‘I can tell you that a man
like Sisulu was almost like a saint in things
of that nature.

‘‘You would really admire him because he
is continually thinking about other people.

‘‘I learned a great deal from him—not only
on that respect but also, politically, he was
our mentor. He is a very good fellow . . . and
humble. He led from behind and put others in
front, but he reversed the position in situa-
tions of danger. Then he chose to be in the
front line.’’

In ‘‘Mandela: The Authorized Biography’’
(Knopf), Anthony Sampson notes the re-
markable transformation in the Mandela
that emerged from jail compared with the
impulsive activist with a quick temper he
knew in the late 1950s (reviewed Sept. 30,
1999).

Mandela does not dispute Mr. Sampson’s
judgment and acknowledges the importance
of mastering his anger while in prison. ‘‘One
was angry at what was happening [in apart-
heid South Africa]—the humiliation, the loss
of our human dignity. We tended to react in
accordance with anger and our emotion rath-
er than sitting down and thinking about
things properly.

‘‘But in jail—especially for those who
stayed in single cells—you had enough op-
portunity to sit down and think. And you
were in contact with a lot of people who had
a high education and who were widely trav-

eled. When they told of their experiences,
you felt humbled.

‘‘All those influences changed one,’’
Mandela says. Sampson quotes from a letter
that Mandela wrote to his then wife, Winnie,
in 1981 after she had been jailed.

Mandela noted that there were qualities
‘‘in each of us’’ that form the basis of our
spiritual life and that we can change our-
selves by observing our reactions to the un-
folding of life.

He urged Winnie in the letter ‘‘to learn to
know yourself . . . to search realistically
and regularly the processes of your own
mind and feelings.’’

In the interview, Mandela says that one of
the most powerful forces that changed him
was thinking about how he had behaved and
reacted to generosity and compassion ex-
pressed toward him in the past.

‘‘For example, when I arrived in Johannes-
burg [as a young man], I was poor, and many
people helped me get by. But when I became
a lawyer and I was in a better position [fi-
nancially], I became too busy with legal af-
fairs and forgot about people who had helped
me.

‘‘Instead of going to them and saying:
Look, here’s a bunch of flowers or a box of
chocolates and saying thank you, I had never
even thought about these things. I felt that
I had behaved like a wild man . . . like an
animal and I really criticized myself for the
way I had behaved.

‘‘But I was able to do this because I had
time to think about it, whereas outside jail—
from morning to sunset—you are moving
from one meeting to the other, and there is
no time to think about problems. Thinking
is one of the most important weapons in
dealing with problems . . . and we didn’t
have that outside.’’

Peter Ustinov, the veteran actor, author,
and international citizen, met Mandela in
South Africa two years ago and was struck
by the importance Mandela attached to the
long period of solitude in prison.

‘‘I had a most inspiring meeting with Nel-
son Mandela,’’ Ustinov told this reporter in
an interview in the Swiss Alpine town of
Davos. ‘‘He told me with a certain amount of
irony and wickedness: ‘I am grateful for the
27 years I spent in prison because it gave me
the opportunity to meditate and think deep-
ly. . . . But since I came out of prison, I
haven’t had the time.’ ’’

MAKE TIME FOR REFLECTION

How has Mandela made time to think since
his release from jail in 1990? He says that he
has tried to emulate the practice of business-
men who take a complete break from their
work over weekends. Mandela says he con-
sciously has tried to make time for reflec-
tion.

After his separation from Winnie, Mandela
used to spend long periods in retreat in the
home of a wealthy Afrikaner businessman,
Douw Steyn, who ran an open house for the
ANC to hold meetings during the negotia-
tions with the government. It was here that
Mandela proofread the script of his autobiog-
raphy: ‘‘Long Walk to Freedom’’ (Little
Brown).

In November last year, Mandela accepted
an invitation to be the guest speaker at a
gala evening to mark the transformation of
the house into a super-luxury guest house,
retreat, and conference center.

In an impromptu speech, Mandela waxed
philosophical and introspective in paying
tribute to the warmth and hospitality of his
Afrikaner hosts.

‘‘It has been said that difficulties and dis-
aster destroy some people and make others,’’
Mandela began. It was a phrase he had last
used in a letter to Winnie in 1975. ‘‘Douw
Steyn is one of those who has turned disaster

VerDate 13<MAR>2000 04:26 Mar 17, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16MR8.063 pfrm08 PsN: E16PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E347March 16, 2000
into success,’’ he said of the wealthy busi-
nessman who had formerly supported apart-
heid.

CHANGE YOURSELF FIRST

‘‘One of the most difficult things is not to
change society—but to change yourself,’’ he
said. ‘‘I came to stay here at some of the
most difficult moments, and the way Liz and
Douw treated me has left me with fond
memories.’’

Mandela said that Douw Steyn had
changed and was now part of the white busi-
ness community that was sharing its re-
sources with the poor. That gave him a feel-
ing of fulfillment.

‘‘It enables me to go to bed with an enrich-
ing feeling in my soul and the belief that I
am changing myself [by reconciling with
former adversaries],’’ Mandela said.

Mandela has spoken on other occasions of
the importance of giving. When he received a
bag of some 20,000 postcards in September
from children who were invited to wish him
well for his retirement, he said that there
was nothing more important in life than giv-
ing. Tolerance is forged when people look be-
yond their own desires, he said.

Mandela said that religion had played a
very important role in his life. He has tended
to avoid talking about the subject in the
past.

In December, Mandela addressed a gath-
ering of religious leaders from the world’s
major faiths in Cape Town. He spoke pub-
licly about his views on religion for the first
time.

‘‘I appreciate the importance of religion.
You have to have been in a South African
jail under apartheid where you could see the
cruelty of human beings to each other in its
naked form. Again, religious institutions and
their leaders gave us hope that one day we
would return.’’

Mandela said that real leaders were those
who thought about the poor 24 hours a day
and who knew in their hearts that poverty
was the single biggest threat to society.

‘‘We have sufficient cause to be cynical
about humanity. We have seen enough injus-
tice, strife, division, suffering, and pain, and
our capacity to be massively inhuman. But
this gathering counters despairing cynicism
and reaffirms the nobility of the human spir-
it,’’ Mandela said.

POWER OF RELIGION

Mandela went on to say, ‘‘Religion is one
of the most important forces in the world.
Whether you are a Christian, a Muslim, a
Buddhist, a Jew, or a Hindu, religion is a
great force, and it can help one have com-
mand of one’s own morality, one’s own be-
havior, and one’s own attitude.’’

‘‘Religion has had a tremendous influence
on my own life. You must remember that
during our time—right from Grade 1 up to
university—our education was provided by
religious institutions. I was in [Christian]
missionary schools. The government [of the
day] had no interest whatsoever in our edu-
cation and, therefore, religion became a
force which was responsible for our develop-
ment,’’ he said.

The discipline of jail also played a role in
his transformation, he said.

‘‘It was difficult, of course, to always be
disciplined before one went to jail except to
say that I have always liked sport. And to
that extent I was disciplined in the sense
that four days a week I went to the gym for
at least two hours.

‘‘Also, I was a lawyer, and I had to be dis-
ciplined to keep up with events in the legal
field, and to that extent I was disciplined,’’
he said.

But Mandela said there were many re-
spects in which he and his colleagues were
not disciplined when they went to jail.

‘‘In prison, you had to follow a highly dis-
ciplined regime, and that, of course, influ-
enced your behavior and your thinking,’’ he
said.

Mandela said there was also a personal dis-
cipline. ‘‘We continued to do our own exer-
cises, and we continued with study and con-
versing with others to gain from their expe-
riences.’’

He said that reading the biographies of the
great leaders of the century also had a major
impact on him. Mandela said it was through
reading and biographies that he realized that
problems make some people and destroy oth-
ers. Mandela said that the prison experience
taught him to respect even the most ordi-
nary people. ‘‘I have been surprised a great
deal sometimes when I see somebody who
looks less than ordinary, but when you talk
to the person and he (or she) opens his
mouth, he is something completely different.

‘‘It is possible that if I had not gone to jail
and been able to read and to listen to the
stories of many people . . . I might not have
learned these things.’’ (c) Copyright 2000.
The Christian Science Publishing Society

[From the Christian Science Monitor, Feb.
11, 2000]

HOW WELL THEY REMEMBER THE DAY

(By Corinna Schuler)
Ten years ago today, Nelson Mandela

walked through the gates of Victor Verster
prison and, beaming, raised his right fist in
a power salute. The crowd roared.

For black South Africans, it was a moment
of triumph. For many whites, it was a time
of trepidation. But today, just as Americans
remember the assassination of President
John Kennedy, virtually everyone in this
country recalls precisely the instant when
the world’s most famous political prisoner
became a free man. It’s hard to overstate the
significance. Everyone has a misty-eyed
story to tell—from the television camera-
man who left his wedding reception to cap-
ture the event to the lawyer who represented
Mandela.

‘‘Feb. 11, 1990, was the culmination of dec-
ades of struggle against apartheid,’’ recalls
Rev. Alan Boesak, then the leader of the
United Democratic Front, who spent hours
trying to keep frenzied masses of well-wish-
ers calm. ‘‘It was crazy, but it was glorious.
* * * His release * * * set in motion all other
events that led to our reclaiming of the
country.’’

The public had not seen Mandela since he
was shipped to Robben Island. He had spent
27 years in South African jails, all the while
fighting for the end of apartheid—the system
of segregating blacks from whites. He
emerged triumphant and went on to become
the country’s first black president.

Hundreds of photographers and television
cameramen raced to see the man who
emerged—thin, slightly grayed, and beam-
ing— from his prison cell. ‘‘Within 20 feet or
so of the gate, the cameras started clicking,
a noise that sounded like some great herd of
metallic beasts,’’ Mandela writes in his auto-
biography, ‘‘Long Walk to Freedom.’’

When a television crew thrust ‘‘a long,
dark furry object’’ at Mandela, he feared it
was a newfangled weapon developed while he
was in prison. ‘‘Winnie informed me that it
was a microphone.’’

This was the story of the decade, if not the
century.

‘‘I was at my wedding reception when I got
a call, and they said: ‘come to work,’ ’’ tele-
vision editor Kenny Geraghty remembers. ‘‘I
had to cut a piece for [CBS journalist] Dan
Rather * * * I hardly saw my wife for three
weeks afterward. But there was no way I
would have said no. We had been waiting
years for that moment.’’

From his home in Johannesburg, lawyer
George Bizos choked back tears as he
watched the scene unfold on his television
set. Mr. Bizos had defended Mandela and his
comrades at the famous 1964 Rivonia trial.
He lost that case, and dozens more that fol-
lowed, as Bizos stood up again and again in
valiant yet futile efforts to defend black ac-
tivists.

‘‘I had had nightmares that Mr. Mandela
would die in prison,’’ Bizos says. ‘‘His com-
ing out was the most joyous occasion for
me.’’

Helen Suzman, the only member of the lib-
eral Progressive Conservative party in par-
liament and the lone voice of political oppo-
sition to apartheid rulers, also watched from
her television. ‘‘I knew this meant a total
turn-around in the political scene,’’ she says
today. ‘‘I was exhilarated. At last we would
no longer be a pariah nation.’’

Mandela was whisked away from the prison
gates to attend a planned 3 p.m. rally at the
city’s Grande Parade. But the anxious crowd
went wild when they saw Mandela’s car—sur-
rounding the vehicle, shaking it, even jump-
ing on top of the hood.

‘‘It looked as though they were going to
eat up that car,’’ says Mr. Boesak. When sev-
eral dozen marshals finally cleared a path,
the driver sped away from the square. ‘‘Man,
where are you going?’’ Mandela asked.

‘‘I don’t know!’’ he responded. ‘‘I’ve never
experienced anything like this before.’’

They ended up at the home of fellow activ-
ist Dullah Omar. But soon, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu phoned: Get back to the
Grande Parade, he said, or ‘‘I think there is
going to be an uprising.’’

Among thousands who waited more than
six hours to see Mandela that day was Andre
Odendaal, a local history professor. ‘‘I had
been playing in a cricket match, but we
called it off half way when we heard the news
that Mandela was going to be released * * *
I think it must have been like Liberation
Day in Europe at the end of World War II.’’

Dusk had fallen by the time Mandela was
finally led to the top floor of a stately build-
ing to see the cheering supporters. He had
forgotten his glasses in his hasty departure
from prison and was forced to read his speech
with a pair he borrowed from his wife.

Mandela’s main point was to stress that he
was a ‘‘loyal and disciplined member’’ of the
African National Congress—something he
has repeated again and again to argue that
he is not a saint, just one of many who
fought in the struggle.

But, like it or not, Mandela is a living leg-
end. Ahmed Kathrada, a man who was im-
prisoned with Mandela on Robben Island in
1964, says he is never annoyed that his leader
is most famed for sacrificing freedom. ‘‘Some
people criticize the so-called great-man the-
ory of history,’’ says Mr. Kathrada. ‘‘But
Mandela as an individual really did play a
decisive role in the history of South Africa.
We are all proud.’’

Mandela is now deeply involved in the Bu-
rundi peace talks, but he now gets to spend
more time with his family. ‘‘I scold my
grandchildren when I get tired of playing
with them,’’ he said playfully this week.

He realizes that South Africans may ro-
manticize the day of his release. But Bizos
says the warm feelings people get—both
black and white—whenever they think of
that historic moment deserves a purpose. ‘‘A
legend like Mandela is important for build-
ing a nation. It is unifying. And that is
something South Africa needs as it goes
through these difficult times of transition.’’
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